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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  

The RORC contains representatives of each of the Technical Committees. 
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AFFECTED SECTIONS OF UVC
 11-1207
SUMMARY:  





This change retains the prohibition on carrying objects which interfere with operation of the bicycle, while removing the impractical restriction on removing both hands from the handlebar even momentarily.
The full unedited wording of the current section is shown below:

§
11-1207-Carrying articles

No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the use of both hands in the control and operation of the bicycle. A person operating a bicycle shall keep at least one hand on the handlebars at all times.
DISCUSSION:RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO “RULES OF THE ROAD, UVC” 
The existing UVC language would not allow even momentary “hands free” operation. This is unnecessary micro-management and is impractical. It is necessary to remove both hands momentary from the handlebar when changing hand positions to reach quickly for the brake levers. The difficulty of steering and balancing the bicycle when the hands are removed from the handlebar for a longer time is self-evident, and so keeping the hands on the handlebar is self-enforcing. Unsafe operation, in any case, falls within the category of recless driving, under section 11-909.
§
11-1207-Carrying articles

No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the use of both hands in the control and operation of the bicycle. A person operating a bicycle shall keep at least one hand on the handlebars at all times.
VOTE: 
____ For, ____ Against, 
___ Abstentions
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